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Weather Wise 2017 

■ Post Reprint: “Harvey, Irma, Maria. Why is this hurricane season so bad?”
■ Informational Graphic: Sea Surface Temperatures in the Atlantic Ocean
■ Informational Graphic: 2017 North Atlantic Hurricane Tracking Chart
■ Post Reprint: “The snow ‘splainer: Why it can be tough to know when it will  
   snow in Washington”
■ Student Activity: The Radio Weather Report
■ Student Activity: Three Approaches to Student Media Weather Reports
■ Word Study: A Word About Clouds
■ Editorial Cartoon: Tom Toles | Whether Weather Reveals
■ Editorial Cartoon Study: Tom Toles | Whether Weather Reveals
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METEOROLOGY

What a year for severe weather! Thanks to meteorologists we can prepare 
for and understand the how and why of the hurricanes, tornadoes, 
earthquakes, floods and winds. Teachers are provided informational 
graphics (Atlantic Ocean sea surface temperatures and a hurricane tracking 
chart) to use with “Harvey, Irma, Maria. Why is this hurricane season so 
bad?”

Teachers may begin by asking students to observe the sky. Words to 
distinguish the clouds have existed for many years. Cover the etymology 
of four basic cloud types (Word Study) and THE WEATHER page’s icons. 
Print and broadcast students are given models for writing a weathercast for 
daily announcements, school websites and print editions.

Washington Post editorial cartoonist Tom Toles sees the metaphors and 
allusions in severe weather to comment on current events and issues. Four of 
his recent visual commentaries are provided in “Whether Weather Reveals” 
with questions for closer reading.
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by AngelA Fritz

•	Originally	Published	September	23,	2017

The 2017 hurricane season has 
been a full-on assault from Mother 
Nature. We are under siege, and our 
attackers have benign names like 
Harvey and Irma and Maria. But they 
are callous, powerful, indiscriminate, 
terrifying, destructive, merciless and 
relentless.

Is Earth trying to eject us from the 
planet? Again and again and again 
the harshest of winds and hardest 
of rains has pounded on the most-
defenseless territories we have. The 
Caribbean islands, hanging out in 
open sea. The Florida peninsula, 
jutting out into danger. The Texas 
coastline, low-lying and concrete-
laden. Nearly a full month of back-
to-back-to-back disasters.

This hurricane season — not 
yet even close to finished — has 
generated more destructive, land-
falling storms than the past few 
years combined. Four of this 
year’s monsters went on to become 
Category 4 or 5, and three of those 
made landfall in U.S. territory. The 
U.S. has never been hit by three 
storms this strong in the same 
season in modern records.

Hurricane Harvey seemed to 
spin up in an instant before hitting 
land on Aug. 26, only to come to 

rest for days over Southeast Texas 
and Southwest Louisiana. A mind-
boggling 19 trillion gallons of rain 
fell in that storm, which triggered 
unprecedented flooding. Texas Gov. 
Greg Abbott estimates Harvey will 
cost the state up to $180 billion — 
more than epic Hurricane Katrina.

Hurricane Irma was one of the 
strongest ever recorded in the Atlantic 
Ocean. When Irma maintained 180 
mph wind speeds for 37 hours, it set 
a record for most intense storm for 
such a long duration — anywhere 
on Earth. It made landfall Sept. 10, 
strafing the Florida Keys before 
terrorizing both Florida coasts in 
vastly different ways. It knocked out 
power to millions of people, and 
some are still waiting for the lights to 
come back on.

Hurricane Maria made landfall 
in Puerto Rico 10 days later as the 
strongest storm to hit the island 

since the 1928 San Felipe hurricane. 
It thrashed the U.S. territory with 
winds over 100 mph and more than 
30 inches of rain. All of Puerto 
Rico lost power and was under flash 
flood warnings. The full extent of the 
damage, and the loss of life, might 
not be known for some time. It could 
take months to restore infrastructure.

All of this in just four weeks.
It spurs so many questions: Is 

this barrage random? Is it part of 
a natural cycle? Is it the result of 
climate change? Have we done this 
to ourselves?

Officials at the highest levels — 
who create, pass and sign the very 
policies that affect the environment 
— are bending over backward to 
dodge those questions. The political 
tension is palpable. 

“To have any kind of focus on 
the cause and effect of the storm; 
versus helping people, or actually 

facing the effect of the storm, 
is misplaced,” Environmental 
Protection Agency Administrator 
Scott Pruitt told CNN as Hurricane 
Irma approached Florida.

When the question was posed 
to President Trump on his way to 
visit hurricane-battered Florida, he 
replied: “We’ve had storms over 
the years that have been bigger 
than this.”

To our struggling politicians, 
Pope Francis offered some advice: 

Capital Weather Gang

Harvey, Irma, Maria. 
Why is this hurricane season so bad?

NOAA.COM
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Climate change is happening, and 
you have a “moral responsibility” to 
do something about it.

“Those who deny this must go to 
the scientists and ask them,” he said 
on a recent trip to Colombia. “They 
speak very clearly.”

If they continue to deny climate 
change, he added, “history will judge 
those decisions.” 

This hurricane season is, 
indisputably, a nightmare. And it’s 
indisputable that climate change is 
affecting our weather. The fingerprint 
of climate change is on every storm, 

it’s in every raindrop and sunny 
day. It is a new, yet untested and 
ill-understood, factor in the way our 
planet works.

But there are additional elements 
that had to come together to create 
such a hellish year.

Hurricanes exist to cool the 
tropics. The vast majority of sunlight 
beats down in the 23 degrees north 
and south of the equator. Without 
something to disperse the energy 
toward the poles, Earth’s climate  
would become unbalanced, quickly.

These planetary heat engines  
 

sprout from relatively weak clusters 
of thunderstorms — waves of low 
pressure from the coast of Africa 
— and fester in the warm waters of 
the Atlantic. They feed on tropical 
moisture and the sun’s intense energy 
and, eventually, if they get large 
enough, will start to spin thanks to 
Earth’s top-like motion.

Hurricanes can form in rapid 
succession and travel thousands of 
miles across the Atlantic, like rail cars 
on a train track or airplanes lining 
up for takeoff. Because they can 
gain steam, spinning themselves up 
into monstrosities, it’s a trip that can 
end in the devastation of places like 
St. Croix, the Virgin Islands, Puerto 
Rico and Southwest Louisiana. One 
after the other.

We saw this alignment in 2005, 
and we’re seeing it again in 2017.

●

“This isn’t a random coming 
together,” said Gerry Bell, a 
hurricane climate specialist at 
NOAA. It’s a specific combination of 
environmental factors.

The Atlantic Ocean is in a pattern 
that’s particularly favorable for 
hurricanes. Every couple of decades, 
the pattern flips, but it’s been positive 
since about 1995.

There have been some 
exceptionally big seasons in the past 
two decades. The extreme years 
tend to happen when the things that 
weaken hurricanes are not present — 
like El Niño and chaotic, hurricane-
killing winds over the Atlantic 
Ocean. When those forces stand 
down, the favorable pattern goes to 
work. Factor in some exceptionally  

SOURCE: NOAA           GABRIEL FLORIT AND DENISE LU/ThE wAShINGTON pOST
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warm ocean water, and it becomes 
nearly impossible to avoid a strong 
season.

“We are seeing some of the hottest 
ocean temperatures in the planet in the 
western Caribbean Sea,” said Michael 
Ventrice, a research meteorologist at 
the Weather Company. “This is like 
rocket fuel for developing tropical 
cyclones. A major concern for late-
season development.”

But hurricanes need to make 
landfall to generate the kind 
of disasters seen so far this year. 
Steering winds determine their 
path, though they aren’t always as 
predictable as forecasters would 
like. Which Florida coast would 
receive Hurricane Irma’s landfall — 
Miami or the Gulf — was a result of 
uncertainty in the wind forecast. It 
hit near Naples, Fla., and went north, 
but the massive storm covered the 
entire state, knocking out power to 
millions and causing flooding and 
damage from the Florida Keys to 
Jacksonville and beyond.

The Florida Peninsula is only about 
100 miles wide — a tiny distance on 
a global scale. Hurricane Irma was 
going to turn north somewhere near 
South Florida, forecasters knew that. 
But a few miles of deviation meant 
some people were spared while 
others were inundated with storm 
surge and damaging winds.
   In the same way, Puerto Rico 
avoided Irma’s destructive inner core, 
only to be devastated by Hurricane  
Maria. These winds are fickle, but 
deadly. 
          ●

If we zoom out to the big picture, 
though, the steering winds over the    

Atlantic Ocean have been very 
predictable this season. Unfortunately 
for all the humans who live there, the 
winds have been guiding hurricanes 
straight into the Caribbean islands 
and the Southern United States.

   It’s a significant shift. For the past  
decade, those winds were coming 
from the west, pushing hurricanes 
away from land and out to sea,   
rendering them largely harmless.

 “We were very fortunate, since 
2005,” Bell said. “But it was just 
a matter of time before they were  
going to start making landfall again.”

This year is remarkably similar 
to 2005, when storm after storm  
exploded over the Caribbean and then 
made landfall. Hurricanes Katrina, 
Rita and Wilma are among the more 
memorable of that year.
   The 2017 season is only half over. 

SOURCE: NOAA                                  ChRIS ALCANTARA/ThE wAShINGTON pOST
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There will be more storms, and the 
wind isn’t going to change any time 
soon. At least one forecast company 
thinks this heightened level of activity 
will continue.

“I would be surprised if October 
wasn’t more active than normal, with 
one or more potential threats to the 
eastern Gulf Coast originating in 
the central or western Caribbean,” 
Ryan Truchelut, the president of 
WeatherTiger, predicted. More 
potential threats, more hurricanes. 
More lives lost and more destruction. 
“A lot of people have already been 
through a lifetime of impacts, but 
there are going to be more storms, 
we know that,” Bell warned. 
“They have to stay prepared.” 

Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
Note: Maria and Jose data as of 5 p.m. September 21 
SOURCE: NOAA                                                       LARIS KARKLIS/ThE wAShINGTON pOST
 

Discussion Questions and Writer’s Craft
1. The Post’s Capital Weather Gang Deputy Weather Editor Angela Fritz opens with a characterization 
 of “our attackers” with “benign names.” Select three phrases or facts from the opening three paragraphs   
 that you find interesting or powerful. How are these helpful in understanding severe weather?

2. Fritz uses specific details in paragraphs four-six and concludes that the four weeks were a “barrage.” 
 a. What is a “barrage”?
 b. What earlier diction supports this concept?
 c. Select three details that support her conclusion.

3. What is Fritz’s view of climate change? Include key words she uses to clearly make her point of view.

4. What are the benefits of hurricanes?

5. Summarize how hurricanes are formed.

6. What influence do winds have on hurricanes?

7. Why do some meteorologists believe there “will be more storms” before the 2017 hurricane season ends?
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Sea Surface Temperatures in the Atlantic Ocean
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2017 North Atlantic Hurricane Tracking Chart
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by AngelA Fritz

•	Originally	Published	February	4,	2016

EVERY YEAR, eager children, panicked parents, 
frustrated commuters and exasperated employers ask 
the Capital Weather Gang the same thing: Why is it so 
difficult to forecast snow in the D.C. region?

Although forecasts were outstandingly accurate days 
in advance of the historic January 2016 blizzard, that 
is not always the case. In fact it almost never is. Each 
storm is unique, and the slightest variations in storm 
track, surface temperature and atmospheric moisture 
can lead to dramatically different outcomes.

To make forecasting even more difficult, Washington 

is between two regional climate zones: the Atlantic 
Ocean and Gulf Stream to the east, and the Blue Ridge 
and Appalachian mountains to the west. This creates a 
special transition zone, with warm air on one side and 
cold air on the other.

The elevation change between the low-lying areas 
east of Washington and the high elevations to the west 
also plays a critical role in snowfall forecasts. It is more 
likely to snow in higher elevations simply because 
it is colder. Sometimes, just this slight deviation in 
temperature can make or break a forecast.

Below, we use a variety of winter storm types to 
illustrate four common scenarios: a big snow, a few 
inches, an ice storm and rain. As for the dreaded wintry 
mix? It can show up in any of the scenarios. Wintry mix 
is a catchall term meteorologists use. It means at least two 
types of precipitation will fall, and it will not be pretty.

The snow ’splainer: Why it can be tough 
to know when it will snow in Washington. 

JOE NEwMAN
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The Big Snow

The biggest snows and most ruthless blizzards are almost 
always caused by the kind of storm people know best: the 
nor’easter, named for the direction from which the wind 
blows onto the East Coast. A nor’easter feeds on moisture 
and heat from the warm Gulf Stream. If the storm tracks 
north very close to the Mid-Atlantic coast, a nor’easter can 
dump a boatload of snow along the Interstate 95 corridor.

■ Notable storms
Jan. 22-23, 2016 Snowzilla, 17 to 30 inches
Feb. 5-6, 2010 Snowmaggedon, 18 to 32 inches
Jan. 6-8, 1996 Blizzard of 1996, 17 to 25 inches
Feb. 18-19, 1979  Presidents’ Day snowstorm, 
         16 to 26 inches

A Few Inches

The vast majority of the region’s snowstorms consist of a 
glancing blow – just a few inches but enough to wreak havoc. 
We see it play out every winter, often in the form of an Alberta 
clipper, which gets its name from the Canadian province 
where the storm tends to originate. Clippers are cold enough 
to deliver snow if they track south of Washington, but they 
tend to be moisture-starved, so we don’t often see big snow 
totals from them.
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The Ice Storm

The D.C. region is particularly prone to ice because of its 
proximity to the mountains, which act as a dam for the cold 
air drifting in from the north. Subfreezing air pools near the 
ground so precipitation that might have otherwise fallen as 
rain becomes supercooled and freezes instantly when it makes 
contact with the ground.

■ Notable storms
Feb. 10-11, 1994  Up to 3 inches of ice
Feb. 14, 2007 Valentine’s Day storm, 4 to 8 inches  

      of snow and sleet; up to 3/4 inch 
      of ice

A Cold Rain

All winter storms have the potential to wind up as a cold 
rain, given the right track. One type that stands out, though, is 
the “Appalachian runner.” This storm tracks north along the 
Appalachian Mountains, well west of Washington, which puts 
most of the Mid-Atlantic in the warm sector of the storm. Cut 
off from the cold air, precipitation may begin as snow or a 
wintry mix but quickly turns to rain.

■ Notable forecast “busts”
Dec. 26, 2010  Up to 12 inches forecast, not 
       one inch fell
March 6, 2013 Snowquester, 5-10 inches forecast, 
       not one inch fell
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The slightest variation in storm track can lead to another 
interesting type of bust: one where little or no snow is 
expected, yet as much as a foot ends up falling.

■ Notable reverse forecast busts
Jan. 25, 2000  Forecast was a dusting to a couple of  

   inches of snow, 9 to 18 inches 
   of snow fell
March 9, 1999  Forecast was a dusting to a couple of  

   inches of snow, 8 to 12 inches 
MARIO TAMA/AFp/GETTy

Tourists huddle under umbrellas at the Vietnam Veterans Me-
morial on Jan. 25, 2000. 
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FALL | October 5, 2017
 

Our weather pattern  made the switch from more fall-like to more summerlike today as we 
touched 80 degrees.

Warm, and increasingly humid air is the story through early next week.
This evening we’ll have mostly cloudy skies but perhaps enough breaks to catch a glimpse 
of harvest moon rising just after sunset. Temperatures are mild, only falling to 60-65 late 
tonight.
Friday and Saturday are both warm, featuring partly to mostly sunny skies and highs 80-85.
It looks like we may break our long dry streak Sunday as moisture surges north from the 
Gulf of Mexico. Showers are a decent bet, with highs near 80.
We’ll hang on to rain chances early next week as the remnants of Tropical Storm Nate make 
their closest approach.
For CWG, I’m Jason Samenow

1. What day of the week is October 5? How do you know this without looking at a calendar?
2. Why information is highlighted in yellow?
3. “It looks like” — Where do you think Samenow is getting this information?
4. Why is it helpful to know forecasted temperatures?
5. Do you find it interesting to know where and what influences your weather?

The Radio Weather Report 
In August 2017 the National Weather Service added new colors to their charts in order to reflect the heavier rainfalls 
in Texas. The NWS can visually show the amount of precipitation or lack on maps and with charts. Meteorologists 
and weathercasters often use maps. In addition, they must be able to verbally convey weather information, clearly 
and accurately.

Jason Samenow, The Washington Post’s weather editor and Capital Weather Gang chief meteorologist, presents 
the Monday weather report on WAMU radio (88.5). With a master’s degree in atmospheric science and experience 
as a climate change science analyst, he has the knowledge to be very technical. He knows the importance of clear 
communication. “We can have a perfect forecast, but if it’s not well-explained and people don’t understand it and 
take the right actions, it is a failed forecast,” stated Samenow. 

He must be concise as he gives radio listeners the weather forecast they need while dressing for the day and making 
plans for the evening for themselves and their families. Below he shares three radio scripts from three seasons. 
Notice how he slips in additional meteorological information and weather for the next days.

You will notice that since this text is meant for his eyes only, he has not indented his paragraphs and uses CWG as a 
shorthand for Capital Weather Gang which he will say on air.

specific
forecast

forecast

bigger 
picture of 
influence
on our 
weather

bigger picture of influence
on our weather

sign-off

forecast

terms listeners understand
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Annotate two more weather reports. 

WINTER | March 2017
 

About 1-4 inches of snow and sleet fell last night and this morning close to Washington. In 
the wake of the storm, bitter cold air will spill into the region.
Snow showers and flurries are possible this evening, mainly in our northern suburbs. The big 
story will be the cold. Overnight lows fall to near 20 and it well like the single digits toward 
morning factoring in gusty winds.
Wednesday is mostly cloudy, windy and very cold. Highs struggle to reach freezing and 
winds gust over 30 mph.  A few snow showers and flurries can’t be ruled out in the after-
noon.
On Thursday, many locations start off the day in the teens and afternoon highs are in the 30s.
We should finally crack 40 on Friday and Saturday, it’s finally feeling like March instead of 
January, with highs 50-55.
For CWG, I’m Jason Samenow

SUMMER | July 2017
 

After 8 days of overpowering humidity, what a relief today was! We’ve got one more day of 
refreshing weather by late July standards before some stickiness returns.
Get outside this evening if you can. Temperatures fall back into the 70s with comfortable 
humidity levels. Overnight, lows dip into the 60s in most spots.
Most of Wednesday is magnificent with partly sunny skies and highs 80-85. But having said 
that, I can’t rule out a brief afternoon shower.
Winds come in from the south on Thursday and it turns very warm and humid with highs 
near 90. There’s also a chance of a late day shower or storm.
Showers and storms – with heavy rain – are a good bet on Friday and could linger into early 
Saturday.
Cooler air then returns through Sunday.
For CWG, I’m Jason Samenow

List the kinds of information that Jason Samenow provides in his radio forecasts.

Write a weather report that you could publish on your school’s website or morning announcements.
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s t u d y

W O R D

CIRRUS
    Cirrus clouds live at least 20,000 feet above Earth 
and can be as high as about 60,000 feet. They are 
delicate strands that may remind you of threads or hair 
or a horse’s long tail flowing in narrow bands. It is no 
surprise that the Latin word cirrus meant “a lock of 

hair, tendril, ringlet of hair and the fringe of a garment.”
   Cirrus clouds are usually made of ice crystals and sig-
nal clear, fair weather. Their shape often indicates the 
direction the wind is blowing high in the atmosphere.

NATIONAL wEAThER SERVICE.GOV

A Word About Clouds
There are many metaphors and sayings using weather in addition to literal descriptions of today’s weather 
conditions. Have you ever felt that a dark cloud was hanging over your head? Hoped that nothing will rain on 
your parade? Or avoided people with their heads in the clouds? 

Rain, meaning “to moisten” or “wet” from the Latin verb rigare (irrigate), is found in words related in etymology 
in Dutch, German, Norse, Swedish and Gothic (rign). Around 1200, figurative use of rain appeared (blessings, 
tears). The phrase to “rain cats and dogs” is found in 1738 literature. 

What about clouds? In their diverse form, they were things of wonder. Airavata sprayed water gathered in the 
underworld from his trunk into the sky, according to ancient Hindus. Thus the white elephant created clouds and 
precipitation. The Old English word for these clouds was clud, meaning “mass of rock, hill.” In Middle English 
skie also was used to mean “cloud.”

Found in poems and prose as well as legends, clouds have reflected human experience and interaction with 
nature. Then in 1802, British amateur meteorologist Luke Howard placed them into four classifications.
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CUMULUS
   Large and lumpy in shape, cumulus clouds reach 
vertically into the atmosphere. Stratocumulus are low 
to Earth, while cumulonimbus can go up to about 
60,000 feet. In the 1600s the Latin word cumulus 
meant a “heap,” “pile” or “surplus.” Other words with 
similar ideas came from Greek, kyein meaning “to 
swell,” and the Sanskrit word svayati meaning “swells 

up, is strong.”
   Use of the word to designate a large “rounded mass 
of clouds” began in 1803. Cumulous clouds are cre-
ated by strong updrafts of warm, moist air. The higher 
their base, the fairer the weather. Cumulous clouds 
closer to earth are more likely to produce 
heavy precipitation. 

NATIONAL wEAThER SERVICE.GOV

NATIONAL wEAThER SERVICE.GOV

STRATUS
   While cumulous clouds take the eye upward, stratus 
clouds stretch across the sky horizontally. They may 
seem to be a covering of layers that you can almost 
reach. The Latin word stratus communicated the idea 
of being spread out. By the 1590s, in Modern Latin 
stratum meant a horizontal layer, like a “coverlet, 

bedspread or horse-blanket.”
    Stratus clouds usually foretell a chilly, overcast day. 
Precipitation from these clouds is often drizzle or light 
snow. Just the kind of day to reach for a blanket and a 
good book.
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NIMBUS OR CUMULONIMBUS

   Clouds that produce rain and snow are nimbus 
clouds. The Latin word for “cloud” is nimbus. It is 
related to the Greek word nephele, meaning cloud. 
This word influenced the Old English word nifol, 
meaning “dark and gloomy.” 
   The first use of nimbus to designate a “rain cloud” 
occurred in 1803. Used as a prefix, it is spelled nimbo  

as in nimbostratus. As a suffix, it is nimbus. 
    The bases of these low-level clouds are below 
6,500 feet above the Earth. More often referred to 
as cumulonimbus, these are thunderstorm clouds. 
Cumulonimbus, heavy and dense, are a looming sign 
of heavy snow or rain. They are also producers of hail 
and tornadoes.

NATIONAL wEAThER SERVICE

Time to do some brainstorming. 
 • When would be the best time to get photographs of cirrus and cumulus clouds? 

 • What type of cloud may be associated with the following saying?
    Clouds on the setting sun’s brow indicate rain.
    Remember a sunny shower won’t last an hour.
    Mares’ tails and mackerel scales make tall ships take in their sails.

 • Meteorologists measure cloud cover, or the amount of the visible sky covered by clouds, in units 
    called oktas. An okta estimates how many eighths (octo-) of the sky is covered in clouds. A clear sky 
               is 0 oktas, while a totally overcast or gray sky is 8 oktas. Take a look at today’s sky. How many okta   
    would you give it?
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Tom Toles | Whether Weather Reveals

Natural phenomena occurring in 2017 provided the news pegs upon which Tom Toles built his visual commentary 
in these four editorial cartoons. Toles also likes to use literary, historic and cultural references to add dimension to 
his perspectives.

For each cartoon, Toles’ alter ego appears in the lower right corner to emphasize the word play, satirize actions, 
expand the image or add another dimension to his point of view. “Read” each political cartoon before answering 
the questions. 

August 17, 2017    A Dark Shadow     September 4, 2017  Mercy of the Elements

 
 
 
 
 
 

September 7, 2017    Latest Tracking Map    September 8, 2017   Biblical Proportions
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Tom Toles | Whether Weather Reveals

Read the Editorial Cartoons
August 17, 2017
1. On August 21, a total eclipse of the Sun took place across the United States. What is an  
    eclipse of the Sun?
2. Who is casting the shadow in this cartoon?
3. To make sure readers understand the visual commentary, Toles labels the sun. What idea  
    does this communicate?
4. “Torches” has at least two interpretations. To what do you think Toles is referencing?

September 4, 2017
1. What five natural elements are pictured in the editorial cartoon?
2. The two figures in the “sky” contradict each other. What perspectives do they present?
3. Who are the figures on land? What is the significance of the document held by the     
    figures on land?
4. The alter ego comments. What does “known” reference?

September 7, 2017
1. When meteorologists report potential hurricane movement, they use a cone to illustrate  
   the probable path. Who is the force in this storm? Give details to support your idea. 
2. What areas have already been impacted by the storm? Give an example from the news
3. Where is the “eye” of the storm?
4. What areas in the path to Democracy are predicted to be hit by the storm’s force?
5. What pun is used by the alter ego? 

September 8, 2017
1. Who is the figure who is making commentary? To whom is the figure commenting?
2. What biblical reference is Toles making?
3. Use the news archives to locate where and when these natural elements hit the U.S. 
    in 2017.
4. What iconic building is at the center of the commentary? What standard flies above it?
5. Summarize the idea that Tom Toles is presenting? 


